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Semester 1 2021 

Curriculum News 

LITERACY 

This semester, students planned a “choose your own adventure” narrative. They used appropriate language and structural 
features to suit their intended audience. They organised longer written texts by using paragraphs, figurative language and 
selected specific details to convey information while sustaining meaning and coherence. Students also read, viewed and 
listened to advertisements in print. They understood how language and text features can be combined for persuasive effect. 
They demonstrated their understanding of advertising texts' persuasive features through the creation of their own 
advertisement. 
In spelling, students employed a variety of strategies in order to learn and retain a wider and more sophisticated working 
vocabulary. The utilisation of a sequential, systematic and explicit approach combined phonological, visual, morphemic and 
etymological knowledge. 

NUMERACY 

This semester, students have explored the properties of prime, composite, square and triangular numbers. They examined 
problems involving all four operations with whole numbers and decimals. Students have solved problems involving the 
addition and subtraction of related fractions and calculated fractions of a number. They made connections between the power 
of ten and the multiplication and division of decimals. Students described the use of integers in everyday contexts and located 
integers on a number line. They have begun to investigate the connection between fractions, decimals and percentages as 
different representations of the same number. Students described rules used in sequences involving whole numbers and 
fractions. They interpreted timetables. Students compared observed and expected frequencies and performed data 
experiments. 

SCIENCE 

This semester, students explored how sudden geological and extreme weather events can affect Earth's surface. They 
considered the effects of earthquakes and volcanoes on the Earth's surface and how communities are affected by these 
events. They gathered, recorded and interpreted data relating to weather and weather events. Students have explored the 
ways in which scientists are assisted by the observations of people from other cultures, including those throughout Asia. 
Students have constructed representations of cyclones and evaluate community and personal decisions related to preparation 
for natural disasters. They have investigated how predictions regarding the course of tropical cyclones can be improved by 
gathering data. 
Students have also investigated electrical circuits as a means of transferring and transforming electricity. They designed and 
constructed electrical circuits to make observations, develop explanations and perform specific tasks, using materials and 
equipment safely. Students have explored how energy from a variety of sources can be used to generate electricity and 
identify energy transformations associated with different methods of electricity production. They identified where scientific 
understanding and discoveries related to the production and use of electricity have affected people's lives and evaluated 
personal and community decisions related to use of different energy sources and their sustainability 

HASS 

This semester, students have been learning about how key figures, events and values shaped Australian society, its system of 
government and citizenship. They explained the significance of events, developments and individuals. They have described 
the effects of change on society, as well as located and collected useful data and information from primary and secondary 
sources. They were also required to sequence information about events and individuals in chronological order.  
Students have recognised the responsibilities of citizens in Australia's democracy and considered the shared values, right and 
responsibilities of Australian citizenship and obligations that people may have as global citizens. They identified different 
points of view and examined continuities and changes in the experiences of Australian democracy and citizenship, include the 
status and rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, women and children. Students have investigated stories of 
groups of people who have migrated to Australia since Federation and evaluated the contribution of individuals and groups 
to the development of Australian society since Federation. They have sequenced information about events and represent 
time by creating timelines and present ideas, findings, viewpoints and conclusions in a range of communication forms that 
incorporate source materials. 

 



THE ARTS 

This semester in Media Arts, students explained how points of view, ideas and stories are shaped and portrayed in media 
artworks they make, share and view. They explained how the mood, purposes and audiences for media artwork was affected 
by using different camera angles and distance shots. Students have worked collaboratively using technologies to make media 
artworks for specific audiences focusing on various photo editing techniques. 
This semester in Music, students have made and responded to music by exploring the concept of ostinato - a rhythmic or 
melodic pattern that is repeated throughout a section or a whole piece of music. Students used rhythm, pitch and form, 
symbols and terminology to compose and perform music. They sang and played in different styles, demonstrating aural, 
technical and expressive skills in singing and playing instruments.   

TECHNOLOGIES 

This semester in Digital Technologies students created algorithms of code using the Sphero Edu App (Blockly coding) to 
navigate a Sphero robot through a student created obstacle course, simulating a real-world autonomous vehicle performing 
a rescue mission during a disaster event. In order to complete this task, students designed, modified, and followed simple 
algorithms involving branching, iteration (repetition) and user input. They also commenced their entries for the Premier’s 
Coding Challenge, focusing on Digital Wellbeing. Students planned, created, and communicated ideas and information, 
designing a digital solution with an interface suitable for other students to navigate and interact with. 
In Design Technology this semester, students have had the opportunity to develop science inquiry skills that have been used 
to create a solution to a problem they identified in their daily lives.  As students designed a solution to the identified problem 
they enhanced the processes and production skills associated with Design and Technologies using electrical circuits that they 
will have studied in Science.   

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This semester, children in Year 6 have engaged in the programs of: Gearless Games, Cross Country, Track and Field, Netball 
and Rugby League to develop their understanding of organised games as well as their own physical and interpersonal skills. 
The children explored concepts associated with applying movement skills and creating movement sequences in specific 
settings to achieve the desired physical outcomes of the sport covered. 
Students were also introduced to the layout of playing fields and the rules of the sports were covered in greater detail than 
in previous years. In team games; player positions, what happens at the break down of play and strategic flow of play were 
introduced. The basic skills of: running, evasion, passing and catching were still refined and practiced.  
In Health this semester, students have investigated how physical activity creates opportunities for different groups to work 
together. Students identified how physical activity contributes to individual and community wellbeing. Students collected 
information on physical activity participation in their school setting and explored how technology can support participation 
in physical activity.  

L.O.T.E. JAPANESE  

By the end of this semester, they were to use high frequency Japanese words and vocabulary. They were to demonstrate an 
understanding of structural elements in Japanese text. For the oral presentations, they were to respond appropriately to 
simple questions about food and sports. 

 


