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Curriculum News 

LITERACY 

This semester, students listened to and read literary texts by the same author to identify language choices and author 

strategies used to influence the reader. They compared a short story and a novel by the same author to identify 

aspects of author style. Students prepared a response analysing the author’s style in either the short story or the novel. 

They compared the structures and features of different texts, including fiction and non-fiction and evaluated which 

features best aided navigation and clearly communicated a topic.  Through their writing, students used vocabulary 

choices, including evaluative language to express shades of meaning, feeling and opinion.  

Throughout the unit, students had opportunities to develop their higher-order thinking skills. Students were 

encouraged to reflect, inquire, generate, and analyse, synthesise and evaluate their ideas. 

In reading, students read literary texts that described complex sequences, a range of non-stereotypical characters and 

elaborated events including flashbacks and shifts in time. These texts explored themes of interpersonal relationships 

and ethical dilemmas within real-world settings. Informative texts supply technical and content information about a 

wide range of topics of interest as well as topics being studied in other areas of the curriculum. Text structures include 

chapters, headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features include complex 

sentences, unfamiliar technical vocabulary, figurative language, and information presented in various types of 

graphics. 

In spelling, students employed a variety of strategies in order to learn and retain a wider and more sophisticated 

working vocabulary. Gaining understanding of Greek and Latin roots as well as suffixes expanded their understanding 

of new words. 

NUMERACY 

This semester, students examined problems involving all four operations with whole numbers and decimals. They 

made connections between the powers of ten and the multiplication and division of decimals. Students connected 

decimal representations to the metric system and chose appropriate units of measurement to perform a calculation. 

They made connections between capacity and volume and solved problems using the properties of angles. Students 

interpreted and compared a variety of data displays. They described the use of integers in everyday contexts and 

located integers on number lines to calculate sums.  Students used the four quadrants on the Cartesian plane. 

Students learned about the properties of prime, composite, square and triangular numbers. They made connections 

between fractions, decimals and percentages and calculate common percentage discounts on sale items. Students 

wrote correct number sentences using brackets and order of operations. They constructed simple prisms and 

pyramids and described combinations of transformations. Students also described probabilities using simple 

fractions, decimals and percentages. 

SCIENCE 

This semester, students have explored reversible and irreversible changes to matter by using common, everyday 

substances and considering everyday observations. They have examined reversible changes of state and irreversible 

chemical changes with practical investigations and experiments. They have created mixtures and explored how to 

separate them. Students employed the scientific skills of predicting, observing and explaining observations. They have 

applied knowledge to new contexts and developed basic laboratory skills. Students also designed and conducted an 

experiment by controlling variables, recording results, forming conclusions and evaluating methods. 

This unit helped develop student’s critical thinking skills and literacy skills by giving them opportunities to accurately 

describe and explain observations and to use scientific language correctly. 

Students explored the environmental conditions that affect the growth and survival of living things. They used 

simulations to plan and conduct fair tests and analyse the results of these tests. Students have posed questions, planned 

and conducted investigations into the environmental factors that affect the growth of living things. They have 

gathered, recorded and interpreted observations relating to their investigations. Students considered human impact 

on the environment and how science knowledge can be used to inform personal and community decisions. 

 

 

 



HASS 

This semester, students have investigated the following key inquiry question: How do places, people and cultures 

differ across the world? They examined the geographical diversity of the Asia region and the location of its major 

countries in relation to Australia. Students investigated differences in the economic, demographic and social 

characteristics of countries across the world and will consider the world's cultural diversity, including that of its 

indigenous peoples. Students have identified Australia's connections with other countries. They organised and 

represented data in large- and small-scale maps using appropriate conventions and interpret data to identify, describe 

and compare distributions and trends, present ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms that 

incorporate source materials, mapping, communication conventions and discipline-specific terms.  

Students have identified how Australia's connections with other countries change people and places. They developed 

appropriate questions to frame an investigation and locate useful information from primary and secondary sources. 

Students have organised and represented data in a range of formats to identify patterns and trends. 

THE ARTS 

Dance 

This semester, students made and responded to dance from using culture and landscapes as stimulus. Students explored 

movement and choreographic devices, using the elements of dance to choreograph dances. They developed technical 

and expressive skills in fundamental movements including body control, accuracy, alignment, strength, balance and 

coordination. 

MUSIC  

This Semester in Music, students made and responded to music exploring pieces of music that tell a story, and music 

that appears in film. They explored dynamics and expression, using aural skills to identify and perform rhythm and 

pitch patterns in a range of pieces of music from films. Students also developed technical and expressive skills in 

singing and playing instruments with understanding of rhythm, pitch and form in a range of pieces of music from 

films. They rehearsed and performed music from films including the Star Wars Theme and The Lion Sleeps Tonight. 

Students explained how the elements of music communicate meaning by comparing music from a variety of 

segments of film. 

DESIGN TECHOLOGY  

This semester, students have had the opportunity to investigate characteristics and properties of a range of materials, 

components, equipment, and evaluate their suitability for use. They designed a product to meet an identified need 

for people and wildlife to coexist in their local area.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This semester, students have engaged in the programs of: Rugby League and Ultimate Disk to develop their 

understanding of organised games as well as their own physical and interpersonal skills. The children explored 

concepts associated with applying movement skills and creating movement sequences in specific settings to achieve 

the desired physical outcomes of the sport covered. 

Students were also introduced to the layout of playing fields and the rules of the sports were covered in greater detail 

than in previous years. In team games, player positions, what happens at the break down of play and strategic flow 

of play were introduced. The basic skills of: running, evasion, passing and catching were still refined and practiced, in 

both Rugby League and Ultimate Disk.  

HEALTH 

This semester, students explored drink products that contribute to health and wellbeing. They focused on investigating 

a variety of drink options including soft drinks, energy drinks and fruit juice, and the effects they have on the body. 

Students examined available alternatives to a variety of drink options.  

They have also explored the feelings, challenges and issues associated with the transition to secondary school. Students 

discussed changing and adapting to new situations, new relationships and positive influences through valuing diversity. 

Students had the opportunity to develop higher-order thinking skills including reflecting, inquiring, generating, and 

analysing, synthesising and evaluating. They investigated developmental changes and transitions, and explained the 

influence of people and places on identities. Students learned about factors that influence how people interact in new 

situations. They devised strategies to assist them in making a smooth transition to secondary school 

L.O.T.E. JAPANESE  

By the end of this semester, students used high frequency Japanese words and vocabulary. They demonstrated an 

understanding of structural elements in Japanese text. For the oral presentations, they responded appropriately to 

simple questions about food and sports. 

 


