
 

Year 4 

Semester 2 2021 

Curriculum News 

LITERACY 

During Term 3, students investigated author's language in the familiar narrative ‘The Twits’. Students read the 

narrative as well as examined and analysed the language features used by the author. Students then created a new 

chapter for the narrative. When learning about writing, students learnt to understand how language features are 

used to link and sequence ideas and to express feelings and opinions on topics. Students used their knowledge of 

sounds and high frequency words to accurately spell words and check their writing using proof-reading and editing 

conventions. 

In Term 4, students explored the quest novel ‘Rowan of Rin’. Students examined language features used by the 

author and created a character development around the main character, Rowan. They explained why the author 

had used specific vocabulary and elaborated on how the reader is feeling throughout an event. Students also learnt 

how to scan for words and provide evidence to demonstrate the meaning of a text.   While writing, students wrote 

a short response explaining how the author represented the main character in an important event. Students 

explained the characters appearance, thoughts and feelings while providing evidence from the book.  

NUMERACY 

This semester, students investigated equivalent fractions and located familiar fractions on a number line. They 

solved simple purchasing problems as well as calculated the change needed. Students recalled multiplication facts 

to 10 x 10 as well as related division facts. They solved problems involving time duration and was able to convert 

between units of time. They investigated and classified angles in relation to a right angle. Students also constructed 

data displays from given or collected data and described different methods for data collection and representation, 

and evaluated their effectiveness. They continued to recall addition, subtraction, multiplication and division number 

facts and use these to practise efficient computation strategies. Students solved word problems by using number 

sentences involving multiplication or division where there is no remainder. They investigated the probabilities of 

everyday events and identified if an event is dependent or independent.  

SCIENCE 

In the unit, ‘Package It Better,’ students investigated the physical properties of different materials. The unit 

provided opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the design of packages and the choice of 

appropriate materials to use. Students designed and tested a package that safely delivered a fragile gift. Through 

investigations students observed and gathered information about what makes a successful package. 

During Term 4, students explored how forces can be exerted by one object on another through direct contact or 

from a distance. They used their science enquiry skills to plan and conduct investigations, taking into 

consideration fairness and safety. Students then recorded their results and chose an appropriate way to display 

them. 

HASS 

This semester, students focused on interactions between people, places and environments over time and space and 

the effects of these interactions. Students gained opportunities to expand their world knowledge and learnt about 

the significance of environments as well as examined how people’s need and want of resources has affected people, 

societies and environments. 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This semester, students engaged in the programs of Rugby League and Ultimate Disk to develop their 
understanding of organised games as well as their own physical and interpersonal skills.  



Students explored concepts associated with applying movement skills and creating movement sequences in 

specific settings to achieve the desired physical outcomes of the sport covered.  

Students have also learnt about the layout of playing fields and the basic rules of the games covered. In team 

games, player positions, field boundaries and basic flow of play were introduced. The skills of movement with and 

without the ball or disk, passing, blocking and catching were covered, refined and practiced. 

During health students examined and interpreted different sources of health information. They identified health 

messages and methods used to influence their decisions. They looked at smoking as a case study of how health 

messages have changed over time. Students applied their decision-making skills to different health scenarios.  

THE ARTS   

This semester, students made and responded to music by exploring the ways that characters from film, television 

and media are portrayed musically. Students: 

• developed their aural skills by exploring, imitating and recognising elements of music including dynamics, 

pitch and rhythm patterns in music portraying characters and action  

• practised singing, playing instruments and improvising music portraying characters and action using 

elements of music  

• created, performed and recorded compositions in music by selecting and organising sounds, silence, 

tempo and volume  

• identified intended purposes and meanings as they listen to music using the elements of music to make 

comparisons. 

TECHNOLOGY   

This semester in Digital Technologies students have had the opportunity to recognise different types of data and 

explore how the same data can be represented in different ways. They collected, accessed and presented 

different types of data using simple software to create information and solve problems. 

JAPANESE (LOTE)  

This semester, students were expected to use high frequency Japanese words and vocabulary. Students 

demonstrated an understanding of structural elements in Japanese text and an understanding of cultural 

differences in Japan and Australia. In oral work, students exhibited a variety of targeted sequences such as age, 

birthday, place where they live. 

 


